
George Walker Jr. Community 
Coalition, an anti-g g nonprofit 

t erves about300 kids a year. 
"The on building e have was 

taken a ay with ut any warning 

pric PAL executive dir ctor Fe­
lix Urrutia said his group auld 
notaHord. 

enter sat vacant from 
early2009, w~n PAL moved out, 

the PAL moved out last year, mak­
ing for an easy transfer. 

"Ourrole ... is to find space for 
cityagem:i s," said DCAS spokes­
man Mark Daly. "Ifa commmuni­

varua Ave. building it now oc u­
pies - the fonn r 79 Precin t 
building on Liberty and Van Si· 
den v s. 

"Why can't they just use that?" 
Banks asked. 
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Community leaders and ac:tivlsts, Including O. to r.) Espinal, eIIlef of stan for dlman MaI1In DUa.n; Joy SImmons, d1lef of stan for CouncRman 
Chutes 8lIrroII; David Best of We The KIds Foundation; 5aJeena. Davis of the George Wa1IIer Jr. Commu CoaIltiorl; C1n1stopher Banks of East N_ YorI! 
Unit Conc:erned Citizens. and catherine Gr r of Arts New Yortl, stand In front of tile PAL flIc:llity 0 Petlnsy!v Ja Ave. in East New Yon, where 
tIley clIarge kids are being denied space after tile HYPD took over the build ng. Photo by James Monroe Adams 4th 
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IT'S THE COPS vs. the kids in and I don't understand why.... until Walker Daillo and other lo­
East ewYork. Our children deserve a chance." cal leaders learned of the city'S 

A popular community enter deal with the NYPD as copsTIl n nprofit PAL ran recre­
on Pennsylv nia Ave. run by the moved in thi January ation and after-s 'h I programs
PolIce thlelic League was trans­ "The communitywas not gwen for 25 years in the four-sto
f rred to th NYPD in a back­ anopp rtunitytorai ethemo eybuilding at 127 Pennsylvania Ave. 
room deal last year - and angry to fl.: the building," ai Walker­that it leased from city f r $1community group now harge Diallo,34year.the city booted the kids in avor of "[The NYPD] just me in and 
thec ps. But the buildmg - a converted took it over." 

courthouse called the Arnold nd" e do 't have one dedicated A Department of Citywide Ad­
MarieS hwartzCommunityC n­community cent r in East 1 ew minis tiv Se ·ces spokesman 
ter - has r of damage that could Y rk,"saidC 0 ynWalker·Di ­ said the 1 0 approa hed th 
co t up d of $5 milli n to . a 10, exe utive director of th city for training facility just as 

ty group wa ts to provide servic­
es, they need to find a kind of 
[city] sponsor." 

But community group leade 
say they never had a han e to 
propose an alternative plan. 

"lithe city really wants to help 
East New York, as far as giving us 
what we eed, th y'd ive us a 
community center," said Chris 
Ban ,director of East w York 
United Concerned Citiz ns. an 
anti-po ertygroup. 

He said the NYPD en 0 S 

an abandoned police station just 
six blocks awa~r from th P n yl­


